CHAPTER VIII

VAZHAKUNNAM AS A COMMENTATOR OF
SRIMADBHAGAVATAM

Vazhakunnam spent his life mainly as a commentator of
imadbhagavatam. In and outside Kerala he propagated
lagavata as an oral commentator. To add to it, he wrote po-
is, songs and dramas to bring out the message of Bhagavata.
^ also condensed the content of Bhagavata which took the form
LaghubhagavatarrL This was written in Sanskrit and Malay-
im. He was not only the commentator of Bhagavata in the
3ad sense. He summarised Valmikiramayanam in his work
.ghuramayanam. His oral commentary on Bhagavata reached a
*ge number of ears, working wonders in their hearts. But he
inted this service not only to his direct audience but also to his
stant contemperories; and still more to the later generations.
ius he earnestly started writing a formal commentary on
imadbhagavatam. But unfortunately he could not proceed be-
nd the thirteenth adhyaya of the fourth skandha. By this time,
became disabled by the fatal disease of diabetes.1

Only the commentary on the first skandha has been Pub-


0, Sankaranarayanan Nambudiri, Preface, Srimadbhagavatam
(with Malayalam Commentary) of Vazhakunnam,
Mangalodayam, Trichur, 1948,p.i.
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